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National Center for Health Statistics, 
National Electronic Health Records Survey

U.S. Census Bureau, “Our Privacy Principles”

Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
Import/Export Price Indexes 

/

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nehrs/partcipant/
https://www.census.gov/about/policies/privacy/data_stewardship/our_privacy_principles.html
https://www.bls.gov/respondents/mxp/confidentiality.htm
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the first hundred 

years



1910s - `
 1920s



The Second 
World War



1950s-
 1970s
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Looking Ahead
“Statistical Purposes” and the Future of Federal Statistics



Preserving “Statistical Purposes” 
While Increasing Access to 

Government Data and Statistics 



Executive Order 14303



Information 
Quality Act 

(2001)

• Directs OMB and 
federal agencies to 
issue guidelines on 
data quality

OMB Information 
Quality 

Guidelines 
(2002)

• Requires agencies 
to establish 
standards for 
ensuring data 
quality

Statistical Policy 
Directives #1 
(2014) and #2 

(2006)

• Establishes 
minimum data 
quality standards 
for the federal 
statistical system

Census Bureau 
Statistical 

Quality 
Standards

• Extension and 
elaboration of 
OMB’s guidelines 
for Census Bureau 
information 
products

E.O. 14303 
Restoring

Gold Standard 
Science (May 2025)

• Directs OSTP to 
issue guidance

• Directs agencies 
to report to OSTP 
on their activities

OSTP Memo
(June 2025)

•  Elaborates on 
the 9 tenets of 
Gold Standard 
Science

Professional 
Codes of Practice  

and other 
Frameworks 



Scientific Rigor,
Professional Codes of Practice,
Internal & External Peer Review

Tenets of
Gold Standard Science

Reproducible

Transparent

Communicative of 
Error and Uncertainty

Collaborative and 
Interdisciplinary

Skeptical of Findings 
and Assumptions

Structured for 
Falsifiability of 

Hypotheses

Unbiased Peer Review

Accepting of Negative 
Results as Positive 

Outcomes

Without Conflict of 
Interest



Questions
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